
Loch of Clunie meeting
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Working together to protect our natural environment, 
ancient monuments and local community.

Registered Charity SC052540



Loch of Clunie

A Site of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI) and a 
Special Area of Conservation (SAC) 

to be protected and managed for its habitat and species.

©Janice Willsher 2022 ©Keith Geddes 2022



Scheduled Historic Monuments

Clunie Castle with Motte
Royal Commission on the Ancient and Historical Monuments of 
Scotland South East Perth an Archaeological Landscape HMSO 1994
Page 105

Townhouse (Castle) on the Island/Crannog
Royal Commission on the Ancient and Historical 
Monuments of Scotland South East Perth an Archaeological 
Landscape HMSO 1994
Page 140



Historic problem with litter, human waste, fires and 
overcrowding, which became severe in COVID times

© James Cope 2020

Camping, alcohol, fire, food, 
littering and noise

Human faeces and urine 
with tissues and wipes all 

around the loch

Waste!



Traffic blocking the roadway so 
emergency services or farm 
vehicles cannot get through

General lack of respect for the 
environment and crimes

Antisocial and Inconsiderate 
Behaviour



Key Events Timeline
• May 2020: Stabbing of game keeper

• June 2020: Landowners’ Letter sent to MSP John Swinney regarding crime and antisocial behaviour

• June 2020: First public meeting with 25 people attending; the majority voted for a ban on camping.

• August 2020: First Clunie Loch Steering Group meeting

• April 2021: Portaloos in place

• May 2021: Clearway in place (trial)

• June 2021: Children’s sign competition (next slides)

• 2022: Clearway made permanent 

• Summer 2022: Bin trial showed 6 weeks without bins 33 bags; 6 weeks with bins 300 bags.

• October 2022: Loch of Clunie Preservation Group registered as a charity

• January 2023: Community Investment Fund grant received for educational sign

• April 2023: National stakeholder meeting with Scottish Cabinet Ministers to discuss shortcomings of 
the Scottish Outdoor Access Code.

• April 2024: Educational signage erected (next slides)



Schools Competition

Competition organised by Carla Sutherland

Winning sign designed by Cadence and Kennedy Baxter, Coupar Angus PS



Designed, researched and written by Janice Willsher
Designed and illustrated with artwork by Chris Mitchell

Educational Signage



Educational Signage Installation

Unpaid work team installed the sign



In 2021 Community Greenspace and Visitor Management started the Perth and Kinross Visitor Rangers 
Service, initially funded for two years and then permanent seasonal work.

Visitor Management Programme

Many agencies were involved in the Perthshire programme, not just the rangers, including:

• Forest and Land Scotland
• Loch Rannoch Conservation Society
• Community Fire Services

• Police and Parking Enforcement
• Community Wardens
• Forestry Highland Perthshire Ranger



Improved Signage 
at Clunie Castle



Clunie Castle area
Before and After



Regeneration of Flora and Fauna



Beaches Raked to remove 
Nails, Glass, Cinders



Looking Smart!



Ospreys’ nesting tree takes a lot of protecting as people want to camp there and they lit fires.  The beavers also started 
gnawing at it.  Fencing was put up to stop the beavers - and signs for people.

Fire at Ospreys’ nesting tree Signage Beaver Fencing

Protecting Nature



Discarded Fishing Tackle



Rangers spoke with people about ground fire risks. If people still intent on lighting fires 
then they were asked to bring logs and use off-ground firepits.

People wouldn’t always put the fire out when they departed.

Discarded BBQs and Fires



Nothing Wasted
Towels, tents, sleeping bags, blow up beds and 

boats collected and recycled



The Future?

or



Practical parts of the briefing by Elaine Ritchie we want to 
understand more about on two slides

Briefing from PKC



Briefing from PKC (continued)



Response from NatureScot when asked why campfires and tents were not banned, as well as the 
protection of wildlife.

Clunie Loch is a Site of Special Scientific Interest 
already, so any damage to the natural features 
could potentially be an offence under the Nature 
Conservation Act, and Wildlife and Countryside 
Act, so can be reported to the police, as of 
course can other wildlife crimes, like 
disturbance to ospreys. 
https://sitelink.nature.scot/site/1080 

NatureScot Response

https://sitelink.nature.scot/site/1080


Fire Safety

Dial 999 or 101?

Applying for Byelaws (alcohol, camping)

Portaloos – or something more permanent?

Litter

Additional Signage

Crime – logging, preventing

Roadways and Clearways

Funding – How, and for what?

How can Landowners help?
How can public organisations help?

How can we help?
How can you help?

Discussion Points

Actions: Who, What, Why, Where and When?



This would be metal, A3, and in 
four places – 
• The bridge
• The Craigie Junction layby
• The portaloo layby
• The Church car park

Future Signage?



Thank You
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